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5 AT A S A R F O A

awd DG er, who was alveady here as a licentiate.

The exercmes weve s sermon by the Revo |0 AL Reed,
oy Acts 2o 23 (the subject was, “Prerequsites
to maccess in the Gospel Mindstey”) 5 ordaining prayer
b the Reve Asac Toruer s charge by the Rev, €. Burne
b viehe had of tetlowship by the Rev., Reuben
Canylord,

Tiie honse, of course, was crowded, and the occa-

siots one of great iuterest. To the {ew brethren al-
ready m the field, 1t was a day ol rejoicing. Said
Brother Gaylord, “much a dav T had never seen be-
tore; sueh o dav 1L had never expected to sce in my
llettoe. The most T ocould do, when alone, was to
weep tears of jov, and return thanks to God.”

This was an interesting and solemn occasion ; bhut
there had been, a day or two previous, n the pastor’s
study, a meeting of still greater mterest to the young
mitnisters. [t was a mecting in which they were
to ddecide among themselves in what particular place
the seene ol the future labors of each should be.  In
tormer thimes, and far away, they had often wmet for
praver, often asked God to guide them in thelir way.
e had guided them: had turned their hearts to
Lowa, and brought them thither: and now, with or-
dination vows soon to be taken, they had met to de-
cide where, in the wide field around them, each should
labor. Tt was a solemn meeting, a delicate business,
a tine when self must be laid aside, and cach must be
willing to be anvthing

&

to go anvwhere, A prayer

ORDINATTION  JIND DISPERSTON 2y

wis offered that the spiric of God anght e upon
them, and with thew. Then athers Turmner and
Gaylord, who had explored the field, came by, and,
map e hand, deseribed thelr toue, and the places vis-
tted, and retired.,

Now, by free suggestion and mutual covsent, the
assignment began.  Brotber Hutehinson, [or pecuhar
reasons, as was well known, was inclined to Buorling-
tot, and Harvey Adams (o Farmington.  None were
disposed to object; and so their destination was fxed.
“Those having wives,” it was said, “ought to be pro-
vided Tor in places as comfortable as any in the Terri-
tory.” A minister-seeking sman from Keosauqua had
claimed DBrother Tane as the one of his choice.  1is
prowmises were [adr, wnd he was gratified.  Blooming-
ton, since called Muscatine, then “a smart town” of
four hundred inhabitants, on the Mississippi, scemed
a good place for one with a family; and so this, by
common consent, was ceded to DBrother Robbins: and
thus the wives were provided for.

Away out in the new prrchase, in the region of
the old Indian Agency, new fields were opening,
calling mostly for itinerant labor for the present, and
endurance of frontier hardships as a good soldier.
Brother-Spaulding would as soon take this position
as any other; and thither was his face turned. Some
must go up into the northern counties of Jackson and
Jones. This was far distant, to be sure, and the re-
gion not thickly settled : but then, the more northern
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